INDIA STRUGGLES TOR FREEDOM

murderous civil war and not to an anti-imperialist fight. The League
leadership had obviously gambled with the threat of civil war, but
lest Congress leaders be thought paragons of patriotism, it must in
fairness be added that by itself the League's ill-conceived action
would not have given the chance to British imperialism parading
before the world its beneficent neutrality as between inveterate
antagonists, unless the Congress leadership, too, had not joined the
game from the other end.10

The leaders of the country's two foremost organisations had
walked into the spider's parlour of imperialism. They had chosen to
concentrate their fire, not against the foreign enemy but against each
other, To the Muslim, unceasing propaganda had driven home the
idea that the Congress leadership, almost entirely Hindu, really
intended to wipe him off India's map and so stolidly resisted Pakistan ;
none but the Communists, with their unflagging insistence on the
self-determination of nationalities in a multi-national India, gave
even an understandable answer to the accusation. To the Hindu,
Congress pleaded successfully that it had got the British very nearly
to quit and that the League, hand in glove with imperialism, was the
major stumbling block; Muslim readiness to collaborate in anti-impe-
rialist struggle was never, in answer, stressed by the Pakistan's
monomaniac leadership. Between Congress and the League, which
came to mean virtually between Hindu and Muslim, there emerged
an ineluctable antagonism that found senseless expression in that
ugly competition in cruelty which was staged by either community in
Calcutta and Bombay, in Noakhali and Behar and in the United Pro-
vinces. When Congress and the League prated, each in its own way,
of independence, and treated separately with British imperialists;
when each painted the other as black as it could; when Congress,
screening a new-found sedateness behind Jawaharlal's fascinatingly
equivocal phrases, shied as gracefully as it could from the contem-
plation of anti-imperialist militancy, and the League blatantly pro-
claimed its indifference to the struggle for freedom, the result could
only be the cruel disaster which the communal carnage represented.

To imperialists the Hindu-Muslim hostility was like the veriest
manna from heaven. Not that they had got it through pre-destina-
tion; they had worked hard for it, and the devil gave them their
deserts. They had manoeuvred elaborately, had played with a prac-
tised hand on Indian divisions. The Cabinet Mission, encouraging and
often initiating unilateral approaches to itself, had succeeded in trans-
ferring intra-Indian power-politics to the Constituent Assembly.

icSee in particular the illuminating commentaries m tie weekly People's
(Bombay).